
Bios: “Catholics Take Action to Protect Our Common Home: Laudato Si’!” 
 
Delaina Wilkin, M.D., J.D., is a parishioner at Saint Pius X Catholic Church in Granger, Indiana 
and member of its Creation Care Team since 2016.  She is a wife, mother, and nature lover who 
continues to be inspired by Pope Francis and Laudato Si’.  During law school she interned 
at the Michigan Attorney General's Office-Natural Resources Division and 
studied environmental law.  In addition to volunteering with Pius X’s Creation Care Team, she is 
actively involved in Citizens Climate Lobby, a nonpartisan advocacy group working to curb 
carbon emissions. 
 
Chuck Bueter worked on commercial boats on the Great Lakes until he became an at-home dad 
for two children.  With the kids now grown, he and his wife are parishioners of Saint Pius X 
Catholic Church in Granger, Indiana. Throughout he as enjoyed doing education and public 
outreach in the community as an amateur astronomer with an emphasis on advocating for dark 
skies.  Promoting solar energy, his latest interest is guiding people to be more familiar with the 
sun by making their own solargraphs—a six-month image of the sun’s path across the sky using 
a beer can, duct tape, and black-and-white photographic paper.  His projects are 
at www.nightwise.org.   
 
Pat Bergen, CSJ a member of the Congregation of St. Joseph, is an educator, spiritual director 
and retreat facilitator who has served in leadership in her congregation for the past 11 years. She 
has a  doctorate in theology with an emphasis in the New Cosmology and its implications for 
prayer, justice and leadership. 
 
Phillip Thompson is the Director of the Seattle University Center for Environmental Justice and 
Sustainability and a professor in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering. He 
earned his Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering from the University of Iowa and is a registered 
Professional Engineer. His research areas include drinking water, wastewater treatment and 
hazardous waste remediation. 
 
Susan Varlamoff is a biologist and retired Director of the Office of Environmental Sciences, 
University of Georgia College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences. She is an author of 
three books, most recently Sustainable Gardening for the Southeast and the Laudato Si Action 
Plan. Her writing has appeared in the New York Times, Atlanta Journal Constitution, 
Minneapolis Star and Tribune. Susan was featured on NPR for the work she did with colleagues 
to develop and implement the Laudato Si Action Plan. Susan Varlamoff is the wife of Ivan for 46 
years, and mother to three sons and grandmother of two. She is attends St. John Neumann 
Catholic Church in Lilburn, Georgia. 
 
Kat Doyle is a Certified Lay Ecclesial Minister, Pastoral Associate and currently the Director of 
Justice & Peace Ministries for the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Atlanta where she staffs the 
Archbishop on matters of social concern.  Prior to that, she has worked as a Director of Parish 
Life and Director of Justice & Outreach Ministries, as well as being a Youth Minister.   
  
Mrs. Doyle is a member of The Roundtable Association of Catholic Diocesan Social Action 
Directors, sits on the board of directors of the Faith Alliance of Metro Atlanta, as well as the 



Archdiocesan Deaconate Formation Advisory Council.  She studied Industrial Design at Auburn 
University, Theology with an emphasis on social justice and ethics at Springhill College-Atlanta, 
and Catholic Social Teaching at The University of Dayton. 
 
Angélica Gonzalez-Apple serves GCCM as Program Manager North America. She draws on 
14+ years of experience in Environmental Education and Leadership. She attended California 
State University Monterey Bay, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Studies and 
a minor in Spanish. Angélica’s prior experience includes serving as Conservation Programs 
Manager at the Sierra Club Angeles Chapter. There she organized and implemented conservation 
programs and campaigns such as water and air quality, renewable energy, wilderness 
management, wetlands, urban planning, and zero waste. She is passionate about her Catholic 
faith and is committed to helping create a global community that cares for one another and the 
planet. Angélica spending time in her native garden where lives near Los Angeles with her 
husband and five children. 
 
 
 


