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• “To frame is to select some aspects of a 
perceived reality and make them more 
salient in a communicating text, in such a 
way as to promote a particular problem 
definition, causal interpretation, moral 
evaluation, and/or treatment 
recommendation for the item described.”

Robert M. Entman, “Framing: Toward 
Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm,” Journal 

of Communication 43,  no. 4 (Autumn 1993): 53-
54 

Communications Framing



Communications Framing



Human Life

• “How can we separate, or even set at odds, the 
protection of the environment and the protection of 
human life?”

Pope Benedict XVI
2010 Message to Members of the Diplomatic Corps



Human	Dignity,	
Option	for	the	Poor	and	Vulnerable

• “It	is	the	poor	and	the	powerless	who	most	directly	bear	the	brunt	of	
environmental	degradation.	Unable	to	do	otherwise,	they	live	in	polluted	
lands,	near	toxic	waste	dumps,	or	squat	in	public	lands	and	other	people’s	
properties	without	any	access	to	basic	services.”

Archbishop Celestino Migliore
Holy See Permanent Observer to the U.N.

October 29, 2007



TALKING CLIMATE
KATHARINE HAYHOE



Climate	change	
is	not	science.	
It’s	religion.

Senator	Ted	Cruz
R-TX,	2015



“The	problem	is	Al	Gore	
has	turned	this	thing	
into	a	religion”

Sen.	Lindsey	Graham	(2014)



God's	still	up	there.	The	
arrogance	of	people	to	
think	that	we,	human	
beings,	would	be	able	to	
change	what	He	is	doing	
in	the	climate	is	to	me	
outrageous.	

Senator	James	Inhofe
R-OK,	2012



Let’s get the pope to 
set them straight!



Now	faith	is	the	substance	of	

things	hoped	for,	

the	evidence	of	things	not	seen.

Hebrews	11:1	(KJ21)



Now	faith is	the	substance	of	

things	hoped	for,	

the	evidence	of	things	not	seen.

Hebrews	11:1	(KJ21)

WE	CAN OBSERVE

SCIENCE

HERE	AND	NOW











Their own eyes 
should set them 
straight!



The	[global]	warming	
caused	by	the	enormous	
consumption	of	some	
wealthy	nations	has	
repercussions	in	the	
poorest	places	on	the	
planet.



All	of	God's	Creation	- humans	and
our	environment		- is	groaning	under	
the	weight	of	our	uncontrolled	use	of	
fossil	fuels,	bringing	on	a	warming	
planet,	melting	ice,	and		rising	seas.	
The	negative	consequences	and	
burdens	of	a	changing	climate	will	fall		
disproportionately	on	those	whom	
Jesus	called	"the	least	of	these":	the	
poor,	vulnerable,	and		oppressed



God	spoke:	
“Let	us	make	human	beings	in	our	image,	
make	them	reflecting	our	nature
So	they	can	be	responsible	for	…
every	living	thing	that	moves	on	the	face	of	
Earth.”
GENESIS	1	(MESSAGE)







Who’s most vulnerable?

low high

Climate Vulnerability
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LEAST MOST







If	someone	who	has	worldly	means	sees	a	
brother	in	need	and	refuses	him	
compassion,	how	can	the	love	of	God	
remain	in	him?Children,	let	us	love	not	
in	word	or	speech	but	in	deed	and	truth.

1	JOHN	3:17-18



Walk	in	love,	just	as	Christ	also	loved	you	
and	gave	Himself	up	for	us.

EPHESIANS	5:2
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Confront the 
Real Problems

TWO







2016



Does recent extreme weather add to 
the evidence of climate change?

L	Hamilton	(2017)	UNH
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Does recent extreme weather add to 
the evidence of climate change?

L	Hamilton	(2017)	UNH





THE FIRST MOST DANGEROUS MYTH 
WE’VE BOUGHT INTO IS …

I HAVE TO BE A CERTAIN TYPE OF PERSON TO 
CARE ABOUT A CHANGING CLIMATE – AND 

I’M NOT. 













THE OTHER MOST DANGEROUS MYTH 
WE’VE BOUGHT INTO IS …

CLIMATE CHANGE IS A DISTANT ISSUE, ONLY 
AFFECTING FUTURE GENERATIONS + 

PLACES THAT ARE FAR AWAY. 



The Way In

THREE



BONDING and CONNECTING
What do we have in common, that we both already 
care about and is affected by climate change?

EXPLAINING
Why is this happening? Why might we [both] care?

INSPIRING
How can we work together to tackle this problem in 
a way that is compatible with our values?

How can we talk about polarized issues?



BONDING: What values do we share?

Nearly	every	human	on	the	planet	
already	has	the	values	they	need	to	

care	about	climate	change.



EXPLAINING	THE	
90%	WE	KNOW
It’s	real
It’s	us
Scientists	agree



EXPLAINING why it matters… in the East



EXPLAINING why it matters… in the West



EXPLAINING why it matters… in the North



EXPLAINING why it matters… in the South



1980-2017

Billion-Dollar	Weather	and	Climate	Disasters	By	State	(CPI-Adjusted)



INSPIRING
Are	there	positive	
solutions compatible	
with	our	values?



For	God	has	not	given	us	the	spirit	of	fear;



For	God	has	not	given	us	the	spirit	of	fear;
but	of	power,	
and	of	love,	
and	of	a	sound	mind.

2	Timothy	1:7



God’s	various	ministries	are	carried	out	
everywhere;	but	they	all	originate	in	God’s	Spirit.	
God’s	various	expressions	of	power	are	in	action	
everywhere;	but	God	himself	is	behind	it	all.	
Each	person	is	given	something	to	do	that	shows	
who	God	is:	Everyone	gets	in	on	it,	everyone	
benefits.

!	CORINTHIANS	12	(THE	MESSAGE)



Talk about it!



Sensible steps to 
prepare for a changing climate



FORT	HOOD
saving	taxpayers	
$165	million

12%	wind	energy	in	2016
24%	wind	energy	in	2017	(so	far)



Work to end energy poverty



…	in	ways	that	will	last.



MEASURE OUR CARBON 
FOOTPRINT



TAKE SMALL, SENSIBLE STEPS
LEDS	$40-135	in	energy	bills	per	bulb	and	last	10-25x	
longer
Switching	to	LEDs	would	save	$250	billion	in	energy	
costs	across	the	U.S.
If	every	U.S.	home	replaced	just	one	light	bulb,	energy	
saved	could	light	more	than	3	million	homes	+	
prevent	the	carbon	emissions	of	over	800,000	cars



TAKE SMALL, SENSIBLE STEPS



climatecaretakers.org

Encourage	each	other	to	personal	action



Work	together	for	corporate	action



Work	together	for	corporate	action



MAKE OUR VOICES HEARD



Support 
organizations 
that help us to 

do this



BONDING OVER SHARED VALUES

EXPLAINING WHY CLIMATE 
CHANGE MATTERS

… AND FINDING WAYS WE CAN 
WORK TOGETHER TO ACT

We can talk about climate by…



The	only	thing	that	counts	is	FAITH	
expressing	itself	through	LOVE.

GALATIANS	5:6



LOVING 
OUR GLOBAL 
NEIGHBOUR

WWW.KATHARINEHAYHOE.COM



Questions ?
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For	more	information:

info@CatholicClimateCovenant.org


