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Overview
• Focus on each person as a beloved child

• Call to active participation all year

• Faithful citizenship is an exercise in 
accompaniment

• Hear and respond to our brothers and 
sisters

Philip Laubner/CRS



Creating a Culture of 
Encounter

“Although there are many reasons to be discouraged, 
amid many prophets of destruction and 
condemnation, and so many negative and despairing 
voices, may you be a positive force, for this society. 

Like the engine of a train, may you be the driving force 
leading all towards their destination. 

May you be sowers of hope, builders of bridges and 
agents of dialogue and harmony.”

Pope Francis, Apostolic Journey, April  29th, 2017 (emphasis added)



“Even those who cannot vote have the right 
to have their voices heard on issues that 
affect their lives and the common good.”

- Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, no. 16

“In the Catholic Tradition, responsible 
citizenship is a virtue, and participation in 
political life is a moral obligation.” 

- Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, no. 13
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“People in every nation enhance the social dimension of their 
lives by acting as committed and responsible citizens.” 

- Evangelii Gaudium, no. 220

Participation in political life in light of
fundamental moral principles is an 
essential duty for every Catholic and all 
people of good will.

- Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, no. 57
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The Process of 
Conscience Formation

• Approaching issues with an openness to seek the truth.

• Studying Sacred Scripture and the teaching of the Church.

• Examining facts and background information.

• Prayerful reflection

- FCFC, no. 18
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Two Duties

“Both opposing 
evil and doing 
good are essential 
obligations.”   

- FCFC, no. 24
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• Requires knowing what the church teaches

• Firm in our commitment to our faith

• Seeing the other truly as a beloved child of God

• And know that not all viewpoints hold same weight

• Resources for authentic conscience formation

Called to Engage



What does ongoing participation look like?
Examples from USCCB’s WeAreSaltAndLight.org 



One Human Family

“In today’s world, the sense of belonging to a single human 
family is fading and the dream of working together for justice 
and peace seems an outdated utopia.” 

-Fratelli Tutti, no. 30 



Helping Catholics Respond

➢ Be beacons of light by bringing the best of our faith to “work boldly and 
creatively to initiate processes of healing and renewed encounter.” (Fratelli 
Tutti, no. 225) 

➢ Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship previously instructed about 
the value of ongoing engagement.

➢ Regular ongoing conscience formation is critical.



Civilize It: A Better Kind of Politics - Pledge
Charity
➢ To affirm through my words and actions the dignity of every person, each made in God’s image. 

Even those with whom I disagree are made in his image.
➢ To respectfully listen in order to understand experiences different from my own.

Clarity

➢ To engage in critical examination to ensure that my perspectives are rooted in truth, that my sources 
of information are unbiased, and that I do not open myself to manipulation by partisan interests.

➢ To be open to the process of dialogue that can require change of perspective—my own and others’—
in service to the inviolable dignity of all and the common good.

Creativity
➢ To be a bridgebuilder who participates in constructive dialogue based in shared values, a mutual 

exchange of gifts, and the humility to together seek the good.
➢ To see differences in perspective as opportunities for creative tension which can yield solutions for 

the common good.



◼ Presents an actual framework for Catholics to 
engage with one another and with people of 
good will.

◼ Pledge is an opportunity for both outward 
and inward action 

◼ Opportunity for evangelization! 



Tips for Dialogue

◼ Begin with prayer
◼ Establish guidelines for the conversation
◼ Identify core values for each party
◼ Listen attentively and commit to no interruptions

◼ Use “I” statements
◼ Be charitable and assume the best intentions
◼ Ask questions to understand
◼ Use agreed upon language



Practical Resources

➢ Prayer, Reflection, and Practical tools
➢ Civilize It Prayer
➢ Group or individual reflection guides

➢ 5 Tips from Pope Francis

➢ Loving our Neighbor through Dialogue

➢ Examination of Conscience
➢ All available bilingually and culturally adapted
➢ All at www.CivilizeIt.org



Thank you!

Questions?


